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Campus ATM Victimization
This area faces the crime issue of robberies during the late evening and early morning hours, and around major events or holidays. These robberies occur at ATM machines and target the university students in the area. There are two conditions that contribute to this problem. These are low quality housing options and lack of housing offered to juniors and seniors by their universities. The area is characterized by low income housing and low property values. This applies to the housing that is available to the rest of the community excluding freshmen and sophomores. The community is generally poor and it means that few people are able to afford high quality housing and the better security features that tend to come with highly valued property. The lack of housing offered to juniors and seniors means that these students have to seek their own residences, with the only options being the low quality housing in the generally poor region. It means that these students become part of the larger community that does not have sufficient security systems in place to deter robberies at night and early morning hours. The students have to frequently commute from their vibrant campuses to their low income housing, and this increases the likelihood of them becoming easy targets at ATM machines and on their way home.
There are three interventions that can minimize the problem of robberies targeted against university students. The first intervention will focus on the mass transportation system. With the student population being reported at around 12,000 students from major universities and smaller colleges, it is evident that the transportation system does not adequately serve this group if they are repeat victims of robberies. The bus system should be revised to allow more trips made during the late evening and early morning hours. Students would be advised to commute in groups to deter offenders especially since most victims are targeted at ATM machines, meaning that robbers prefer single targets. 
The second intervention is to introduce adequate housing to juniors and seniors. These are the students more likely to engage in alcohol-related activities that make them stay out late and subsequently become the targets of robberies. This is a strategy that addresses the problem long-term but can also apply over the short-term if the universities and colleges can secure residential buildings for immediate occupation as they build their own units. The major universities and smaller colleges should develop housing units that allow their juniors and seniors to reside in those residences at a reasonable fee. The housing units would be provided security by the school administration in collaboration with the relevant police departments. 
The third intervention would be to develop stronger collaboration between local police and university administrations. With three major universities located in the poorer areas of the city, it represents a large number of students who are potential victims and should therefore be protected better by their administration and by local law enforcement. The police and universities should develop a security plan that enables the students to benefit from law enforcement protection while retaining a sense of independence as university students tend to expect. University administrations may in turn offer the services of their students in frequent community service programs that the local police may seek to implement. This would also create a closer relationship between the student population, local community and law enforcement.
